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French revolutionary wars had associated democracy with the
military power of the nation, whereas in England the military
power was associated with reaction and the Duke of Wellington,
and was used rather for oppression of subject nations than for
self-defence. For this reason, in England, the democratic parties
and statesmen were also the least warlike and imperialistic. This
continued to be the case until the retirement of Gladstone in
1894.
English democratic feeling in the nineteenth century was
largely generated by the period of aristocratic and regal mis-
government which began in 1760 and persisted throughout the
reigns of George III and George IV. The House of Lords,
through the system of rotten borougjhs, controlled the House
of Commons; the government was inefficient and inconceivably
corrupt; the taxes were oppressive, especially to the poorest part
of the population, since they were largely on necessaries. The
whole legislative power of Parliament was used to enrich the
landowners at the expense of all other sections of the com-
munity. Everything needed reforming—education, the law, the
judicial system, the prisons, the insanitary condition of the towns,
taxation, the poor law, and much else. Meanwhile the rulers of
the country hunted foxes, shot pheasants, and made more strin-
gent laws against poachers. The intelligence of the nation, as
well as its humanity and common sense, rebelled against the con-
tinuation of such a system.
The revolt of intelligence took the form of Philosophical
Radicalism, and it was fortunate that, when reform became
possible, there were men with a capacity for detail who had
thought out what should be done. Owing to Bentham and his
school, there was little declamation about the Rights of Man,
except among the Chartists. Sentiment, on the whole, was left
to the reactionaries, and attention to utility was the character-
istic of the reformers. Perhaps it is for this reason that the
movement which sprang from them continued for over fifty years
before it produced a reaction.
The most difficult battle in the movement towards democracy
was the first, the battle for the Reform Bill, which was won in
1832. Reform of the House of Commons, both by abolishing
rotten borougjis and by extending the franchise, was already
advocated by influential politicians before the French Revolution,
but was set aside, along with all other forms of legislative
progress, for the period of the French wars. Nevertheless, it

